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Content Overview
1. Purpose of Online Writing and 

Reflection: Critical thinking, evaluate 
d i hand integrate content, share 

perspectives, reflect on progress, 
clarify meaning etcclarify meaning, etc.

2. Reflect on course goals.
3 E l i th3. Explain the purpose.

Content Overview
4. Various types of writing possible 

online: collaborative, 
brainstorming, individual blogging, 
use of wikis, outlining, discussion 
forums, chats, notetaking, etc.

Content Overview
5. Types of reflection activities: task-based, 

reading-based, interactive, end of semester 
summaries, role play, debates, job reflectionsummaries, role play, debates, job reflection 
papers, field experience or internship 
reflections

6. More reflective writing: small group case 
creations and reflections, self-check quizzes 
and exams, chat transcript or blog posting , p g p g
reflections, reaction or position papers, etc.



Content Overview
7. Specific Types of Reflective writing:

a. Reacting with feelings about the experience;
b C i ’ i t thb. Comparing one’s experience to others;
c. Situating reflection in concept, principle, 

moral, theory, perspective, or position;moral, theory, perspective, or position;

Content Overview
8. More Specific Types of Reflective writing:

a. Contemplating one’s problems, difficulties, or 
challenges or focusing on constructingchallenges or focusing on constructing 
personal insights; 

b. These reflections might be on future goals, g g ,
ethical/moral issues, training methods, etc.

Content Overview
9. Assessment: Assessing quantitatively and 

assessing qualitatively—dimensional 
i h li ti iscoring, holistic scoring.

10. Other forms of assessment and 
feedback: self scoring peer feedbackfeedback: self-scoring, peer feedback, 
expert feedback.

4 Examples of Reflective 
WritingWriting

1. Role play authors read.
2. Critical friend blogs.
3. Starter-wrapper.3. Starter wrapper.
4. YouTube Video reflections



l O li i ldExample #5. Online Field 
ReflectionsReflections

1. Set up reflect prompt.
2. Reflect on activities in job or field2. Reflect on activities in job or field 

placement.
3. Record notes on Web and reflect on 

concepts from chapter
4. Respond to peersp p
5. Instructor summarizes posts

Example #6. Reflection 
Papers: Trends in FieldPapers: Trends in Field

• Have students write papers about 
i t d i th fi ldemerging trends in the field.

• Have them select topics from a 
li t t t i Wh t didlist or suggest topics.  What did 
they learn?

• Perhaps have them present their• Perhaps have them present their 
trend papers to the class.

Example #7. Reflection 
Papers: Job ApplicationPapers: Job Application

• Students write reflection papers on 
how different concepts in class link orhow different concepts in class link  or 
connect to their present or future jobs.

• Perhaps provide them with sample• Perhaps provide them with sample 
papers from prior semesters.

E l  #8  L  Example #8. Lecture 
Reflections

• Ask students to watch the online 
lectures and reflect on them.
P fl i d h h i• Post reflections and what have in 
common with each other.



Example #9. Reflect on Blogs, Chat 
Transcripts Online Interviews etcTranscripts, Online Interviews, etc.

• Ask students to reflect on expert p
interviews found online in chats, 
videos, conference keynotes, and 
i t i t d t th W binterviews posted to the Web.

• Outline key concepts.

Advice and Guidelines
1. Avoid the trap of too much writing.
2. Use peers and experts to give p p g

feedback on writing drafts.

Advice and Guidelines
3. Archive samples of prior student 

writing.
4. Give explicit instructions 

(protocols) on how to post one’s (p ) p
writing.

Advice and Guidelines
5. Entire writing process and task should 

be clearly spelled out in advance. Be 
li it th ill b l t!explicit or they will be lost!

6. Explore supplemental writing 
resources.



The Purdue Online Writing 
L b (OWL)Lab (OWL)

Doyle Online Writing Lab 
(Reed College)(Reed College)

NCTE (National Council of 
Teachers of English)Teachers of English)

Advice and Guidelines
7. Ask permission to post best work.
8. Encourage students to publish their 

writing, if possible.
9. Int’l competitions and collaborations 

provide an external audience.



Advice and Guidelines
h ll i i d h fi l k10. Do not have all writing due the final week 

of class.
11 G t iti l l & l d t i11. Get writing sample early & lend extensive 

feedback on it (increases instructor 
presence and caring; reduces plagiarism)presence and caring; reduces plagiarism).

Advice and Guidelines
11. Embed feedback early and often in 

any assignment.
12. Compare your writing assignments 

from a traditional class and online one. 
A l di t d t i thAre you overloading students in the 
online environment?

Advice and Guidelines
i i f h f13. Create writing prompts for the types of 

writing you expect.
14 P t ll j b id ff ld d14. Post all your job aids, scaffolds, and 

writing supports to the Web.
15 Borrow or use examples from others as15. Borrow or use examples from others as 

well.

Advice and Guidelines
i l d d16. International students may need 

additional writing supports and 
encouragements for their Englishencouragements for their English.



How can you foster writing 
fand reflection online?
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